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INTRODUCTION

Br uc hi m -M&lboané o mnew year of Jewish learning!

When you think of Hebrew School, excitement, enjoyment and fun may not immediately come
to mind. After all, Hebrew School means car pools, juggling schedules and synagogue
demands well beyond the classroom. We, at the Lake Success Jewish Center, try to offer both
serious learning as well as fun and creative learning for our students and families. With a rising
percentage of Jewish families disconnected from Jewish life, we educators need to rethink not
only what we teach but to whom we teach. A student can succeed brilliantly throughout all the
years of Hebrew School and conduct an impressive Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony. Yet, if we never
see that student (or his/her family) again, the entire Jewish community suffers. Therefore, we
are committed to a Hebrew School, which will operate on different levels:

#1.0ur curriculum will offer serious learning of Hebrew, Holidays, Torah study and Jewish
ethics; enabling our students to learn, to be challenged, and to consider the importance of being
Jewish. Through the use of textbooks, technology, and ongoing experiences, we will share a
tradition, which is alive and meaningful. Hebrew reading is central to our curriculum (we
understand parent anxiety in terms of B/B Mitzvah preparation!), but we will also focus on
Jewish values which will guide students through adulthood.

#2. Classes will meet on Wednesday afternoons and on Sunday mornings. Sunday will be a
shorter day, since we recognize family obligations. Some of our Sunday classes, however, will
be devoted to social action activities, family programs, and Jewish culture/hugim (music, dance,
art, and cooking included).

#3. For many Jewish holidays, we will schedule family programs; enabling your entire family to
share in the holiday experience. During the year we will use email and other means of sharing
Jewish traditions with you, the parents and families. Our goal is to create a warm and enriching
Jewish environment for the entire family; one that extends far beyond the parameters of the
classroom. On the following pages, we will share the particulars of our vision, and hope that
you will join us for a special Jewish journey!

Rabbi Michael Klayman



Geneal Outline of @r School

Our Hebrew School begins with the Mechina program at age five, and continues through
Bar/Bat Mitzvah. During these years we will journey through a variety of themes and
experiences.

#1. Jewish Living: Judaism is a tradition to be lived and experienced. Sitting and reading from
textbooks alone, will neither inspire our students nor enrich their lives. In class we will be
learning about holidays, values and rituals. Outside of class, we will plan holiday and ritual
experiences, which will empower students and their families to live thoughtful, serious Jewish
lives. Talking aboutT u B 6 fohexample, does not compare with conductingaTu B &6 Shv at
Seder. Learning about Sukkot is not the same as eating a Shabbat meal in the Sukkah or
dancing on Simhat Torah. Discussing Purim and Shavuot are not the same as participating in a
wild and unusual Purim dinner/Megillah reading or sharing an elaborate Shavuot dairy meal.
Our experiences will include music, dance, food and celebration of Shabbat each Wednesday at
the end of class. By next June, we hope to provide you, the parents and family members, with
the tools to apply what we teach in the classroom to your home living.

#2.SundayB6 Yah8&unday B &Ysauhnadda y s ) @re spexifichaetivities designed
for the entire family. As Jewish experiences include dance, music, art and cooking, our faculty
will introduce students and their families to the richness and beauty of Jewish culture!

#3. Hebrew: Hebrew is a language of spirited prayers and moving songs; when our students
find personal meaning in Hebrew, they will read more effectively-and with greater interest. .
Therefore, our study of Hebrew will include computer/online activities which are educational and

fun,andwillre-enf orce cl assroom experience. We will provi
supplement their learning at home. Please support our efforts by encouraging your student to
utilize the CDO6s &irce owrstadentsdesrn idebrevson vatioas levels, we
will o6écompartmentalized Hebrew by dividing studen

Hebrew curriculum will focus on prayers from the Friday night and Saturday morning service.

#4. Bridging Past and Present: When reading Torah (and other) stories from our past, we will
challenge students to find personal meaning in the texts. During their Bar/Bat Mitzvah
ceremonies, our students deliver a Dvar Torah speech; a personal commentary on the meaning
of their particular Torah portion. In essence, all of Jewish life is about interpreting the past in a
personal and meaningful way. Throughout the year, we will encourage our students to probe for
meaning-and to respectfully question what they are learning.



#5. Friday Night Live!: On one Friday night each month we are planning a musical or cretive
Friday night service- adding a new dimension to Jewish prayer. Music is an integral part of our
lives, and has always been an integral part of Jewish prayer. Through this service, we hope to
create a lively and spiritual atmosphere, which will help us share a service which is both
meaningful and contemporary.

#6. Ongoing Communication with Parents: Each week, we will communicate with you-
summarizing the week in an attractive format.. The mailings will also include brief explanations
of major rituals and family-oriented comments/observations about the weekly Torah portion. We
will guide you to apply classroom learning to your home living. In addition, we will utilize our

0 a u dechaobogy to teach melodies and chants for the Torah blessings, Shabbat candle
lighting, Havdalah, and other brief prayers.

Class Hours and Schedule

Grade Days Time
Mechina (K-2) Wednesday 4:15-6:15 pm
Aleph (Grade 3) Wednesday 4:15-6:15 pm.
Sunday 10-11:30 am
Bet/ Gimmel (Grades 4 & 5) Wednesday 4:15-6:15 pm.
Sunday 10-11:30 am.
Daled (Grade 6) Wednesday 4:15-6:30 pm.
Sunday 10-11:30 am
Hay (Grade 7) Wednesday 4:15-6:15 pm
Sunday 10-11:30 am



Please note: Several of our Hay students will celebrate Bar/Bat Mitzvah prior to the end of the
school year. We call on all parents to support us and our school by insuring (and insisting) that
students attend regularly until the end of the school year.

N

School Procedures and Guidelines

|. Class Attendance

We expect all students to attend class on a regular basis and to be on time. If a student is
absent for more than two consecutive days, we will contact you to see if everything is all right.
Excessive absence is not only difficult for our students, but places a heavier burden on our
faculty. If you request that your student be excused early from school on a particular day,
please notify the synagogueo f f i ce ahead of time so t Resedwe can ¢
not enter the classroom. We do hope that when scheduling conflicts arise with extra-curricular
activities (sports, for example), coaches and other personnel are made aware that school time
takes precedence.

1. Attendance at Holiday/Special Programs

Throughout the year, we are planning unique, creative and meaningful family activities for
Shabbat and other holidays. Because these programs are vital to our educational program,
they are all included in the school schedule and are a mandatory aspect of our curriculum. We
ask your cooperation in enabling us to educate effectively: Without your support and activism,
we canteachabouta hol i day but cannot convey that holiday
lives. We have also created and designed a special family Shabbat morning service for the
coming year. This service will be led by Ms. Victoria Eller, a creative and energetic teacher who
has worked at Long Island synagogues since 1995-teaching and leading Shabbat services for
children. These morning services will be scheduled on the following dates:



September 17

October 22 January 7, 28

November 12 February 11

December 10 (afternoon Havdalah service) March 17, 31

December 17 April 7, 21
May 5, 19

As part of our school standards, families will need to attend at least ten of the following
programs:

Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur Family Services

Sukkot Open House Shabbat Dinners
Sukkah Pizza in the Hut Shabbat Havdalah Program
Simhat Torah Sundaes and Celebration Shabbat Morning Service/Lunch

Community Hanukkah Candle Lighting
Tu BoOShvat Seder

Purim Meal and Megillah

Shavuot Dinner and Program

Each program will be family oriented; our students will take an active role. Please remember:
The more experiences you share as a family now, the more we can insure that when our
students leave for college, they will be well-equipped to make intelligent decisions about living
adult Jewish lives.

I1l. Behavior

Although we are a small (and more informal) school, we do expect our students to behave
during class time. If a student does not cooperate, we will contact you to resolve the situation.
Since our program allows for greater movement (not merely sitting in a chair for two hours) we
do not anticipate any major disciplinary problems. We ask however, that when a problem
arises, we resolve the problem together.

IV. End of Class Pick Up

At dismissal time, please either park in the synagogue parking lot, or pull your car around to
the front of the building (as long as our students do not have to cross the path in front of other



cars). Please be prompt in terms of dismissal. It is not fair for any teacher to wait fifteen or
twenty additional minutes for carpools to arrive. If you are going to be late, please arrange for
someone else to pick up your student-and notify us so that we are well informed of any delay.

V. Weather Cancellations

In case of snow or inclement weather, we will notify you by phone and electronically as soon
as possible. Our policy is to follow the public school cancellation practice. When public school
is cancelled or on early dismissal, we will cancel as well.

VI. Tzedakah

At the beginning of each school day, our classes collect Tzedakah money. When we
determine the organization, which will receive our collection, we will notify you about the choice.
During the year, we may build school projects around the organization(s) we select.

VII. Remedial Assistance for Hebrew Reading

Hebrew is not an easy language to master. We will do our best to provide as much in-class
tutoring as possible, but we may also recommend private tutoring if absolutely necessary. We
will contact you if such a difficulty arises.

VIII. Parental Assistance

During the year, we schedule several dinners, lunches and other programs, which require
family volunteers. We look for your support, as it will not only ease the burden on our staff, but
will insure that each special program receives a personal touch!

IX. Classrooms

As many of your know we are hoping to build a Learning Center; an onsite facility which will
include classroom and family program space. In the meantime, we will continue to use the
classrooms downstairs, in the Montessori School. Our school supplies and books will be stored
in a closet next to the synagogue office, and in cabinets in the classrooms.



X. Communication with Rabbi Klayman

Rabbi Klayman will be available for discussion and consultation before and following most
class sessions. His door is generally open and he does not stand on ceremony. Please
recognize, however, that the time both before and following a class session are usually devoted
to preparation and to clean up. If you would like to speak with him in a more relaxed
atmosphere, please call the synagogue office at 516-466-0569. You can also contact Rabbi
Klayman online: mklayman@|Iakesuccessjc.org

Xl. Snacks

We know that our students are often hungry after a full day in school. As a Conservative
Synagogue, we require that all snacTomakeineaseude a 0
for everyone, we will continue to provide a brief snack before Wednesday class. However, we
expect our students to clean up after themselves. We offer the snack as a special service to our
students. However, it is not fair to ask our custodial staff to clean up each Wednesday after
shack time.

XIl. Bring Your Friends

For any school program, you are welcome to bring other families, who may be interested in
our activities. Just let us know and we will welcome them with open arms! During Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we invite member families and guest families to attend our family
services. During the High Holiday services, our focus will be on the entire family.

GO YD

Curriculum Guide

We recognize that textbooks serve as a focal point for our learning. During the year,
however, we will take advantage of other learning resources. Several of our textbooks
include a CD for use at school and at home. Our curriculum will also include Israeli
songs and dances, taught throughout the year. Each Wednesday afternoon prior to
dismissal, we will celebrate Shabbat with songs, candles, grape juice and Hallah.

The following pages detail our curriculum guide for each class. As you read, please bear in
mind:


mailto:mklayman@lakesuccessjc.org

e We cannot teach Judaism in just a few hours per week. To truly appreciate Shabbat,
prayer, holiday celebrations, tzedakah etc. we count on your partnership with us.

e We are working on out-of-class activities: Social action and fun trips to discover new
Jewish worlds. These activities will be integral to our curriculum and to the educational
and spiritual well being of our students.

BRSBTS
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Mechina Class E}]
K-2

Our Mechina class meets every Wednesday. Our goal for this class is to convey the joys
of being Jewish. From experience, we find that K-2 students work well together; yet
where applicable, we made accommodations for the older students. We supplement our
textbooks with stories, music and creative art activities to personalize Jewish
celebrations and rituals.

I. Jewish Life, Values and Celebration: St udent s wi | | explore new Jew
colorful magazines on the subject of holidays, synagogue, home, family, mitzvot and

community. These creative booklets were prepared with young children in mind and will help

children uncover and appreciate the joy and beauty of Jewish life. Each subject will also include

guides for parents to connect the classroom with the home. Topics include: All the Jewish

holidays, Saying the Shema, Mezuzah, Being a Mensch, Tzedakah and Israel.

II. Hebrew: We will introduce students to Hebrew letters and key vocabulary words and

phrases. Through colorful booklets, art, and music we guide our young students toward a

wonderful Hebrew experience! We wi | | of fer more OGadvancedd Hebr
learning Hebrew in the past.

M.Let 6s DiscwWeewi Gbdbring to | i fwvald tCurestudemswdlier s o f
learn about basic prayers and blessings in our everyday life.

- o o o o o



&2 Aleph Class

I. Hebrew: Our new, creative, multi-media Hebrew primer will combine textbook learning with
wonderful computer exercises. By the end of next year, students will not only be reading
Hebrew, but will know some basic Hebrew vocabulary, and become more familiar with Israeli
and Jewish culture. The Hebrew program includes a CD, which presents instructional (and fun)
video games to reinforce the reading skills learned in class. Students will enjoy a Hebrew
language which comes alive through words, prayers and songs.

Il. Holidays: Each year, students perceive that they are learning the same holiday lessons as
in the past. With the Whole School Curriculum (published by Torah Aura, a major innovator in
Jewish education), each grade will focus on a new aspect of that particular holiday. In the Aleph
class, holiday themes will include: Reviewing the High Holiday calendar, decorating the Sukkah,
learning about the Hanukkiah, discovering the value of planting trees, delivering shalach manot
for Purim, discussing specific themes of Passover, reading classic stories about Shabbat and

l earning about | srael ds founding patriarchs

lll. Jewish Values: Students will share core Jewish values: Keeping the earth, welcoming
guests, guarding your tongue, tzedakah and visiting the sick. Although we teach many of these
values through the years of schooling, with each year our students will learn more advanced
level. Stories and hands-on activities enable students to make Jewish values a serious part of
their lives. Each subject will include hands on and family activities.

IV. Torah Study: Why did Abraham (along with family) leave his home and everything he loved
to make a new home in a strange land? Students will explore such questions by experiencing
the Torah in a challenging way. They will not only read the stories, but be the stories!

a Bet/ Gimmel Class &

I. Hebrew: W.ith our Kol Yisrael series, our Bet/Gimmel students will also learn from both text
and online activities. Prayers include Kiddush, Havdalah, Birkat HaMazon (Grace after Meals)
Barchu, Sh ma / V 6 Avi @hanhoaha, the first sections of the Amidah, and various prayers
from the Shabbat evening and morning service.

Il. Holidays: Wi t h T or aMhole/ASuhoah @ueiculum, holiday study will include: Prayers
and blessings from the High Holidays, a look at the lulav and etrog for Sukkot, more advanced
study of the Hanukkah prayers, the blessings for planting trees and blessings for the fruit of
those trees, background information about the Purim Megillah, understanding the Ten
Commandments for Shavuot, and mastering all the Shabbat blessings for the Shabbat family
table.

and



lll. Jewish Values: We begin a series called Basic Judaism for Young People. Volume One
includes topics connected to Israel and the Jewish people in general: The Land of Israel, the
importance of Jerusalem, the Synagogue, Tzedakah, Caring for all Jews, and Pikuach Nefesh
(what we do when a life is endangered). With activity books included, each subject weaves
together belief, history, Jewish law, tradition and ritual.

IV. Torah Study: In Torah Toons, we will introduce thirty-six weekly Torah portions through
trigger DVD segments that introduce major themes and dilemmas in each portion. Students will
probe, question and discuss the various themes, which make the Torah come alive as never

before!
Daled Class l

I. Hebrew/Siddur: The class will continue with Volume 1l of the Kol Yisrael series: Studying
the Amidah in greater depth. We will then move to Volume IlI: The Torah Service. The third
volume will focus on many prayers our students need in preparation for Bar and Bat Mitzvah.

Il. Ethics: We will continue our study of Jewish ethical dilemmas, and the ways in which Jewish
tradition addresses ethical behavior. The text: Count Me In will focus on free will, community,
possessions, peace argument, life, and other subjects which help connect Jewish values to our
general lives.

lll. Torah Study: The acclaimed series Basic Judaism for Young People weaves together
history, belief, ritual, halachah (Jewish law) and tradition to convey the richly textured fabric of
Jewish life (quote from the publisher). In the volume devoted to Torah, we will explore various
subjects and themes: What is the Haftorah and why is a Haftorah so important? Who were the
prophets and what contributions did they make to the world? What is the Talmud and why
should a young Jew study it seriously? How do the books of the Bible enrich our lives? Each
student will receive both a text book and a student activity book to help bring alive the texts from
our past. As the students will write a Dvar Torah for their B/B ceremonies, Basic Judaism is a
great resource!

IV. Holidays: We will continue with the Whole School Curriculum: Symbolism behind the High
Holiday greeting card, the Sukkot practice of Ushpizin(welcoming guests), traditions about the
Hanukki a h , t he Tu B8elleditemsand sgralselearning Havdalah, and studying
about the Shofar.




Hay Class @

I. Hebrew: Using both the Siddur and Volume Il of Kol Yisrael, the class will focus on the
Shabbat morning service and Torah service; in preparation for Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Il. Holidays: The Whole School Curriculum for this year includes: Discussion about
Repentence, the spiritual meanings of Sukkot, three Hanukkah dilemmas, the fifteen steps of
the Seder as a spiritual journey, the Book of Ruth, and study of Shabbat Jewish law and
folklore.

Ill. Jewish Values: From You Be the Judge, our students will examine contemporary dilemmas
from many Jewish perspectives. Lively discussion will begin with a case drawn from the
headlines (with modifications). We will study the case by reviewing what Jewish law has to
offer-and then students will determine the outcome of the case based on their study.

IV. Putting God on the Guest List: With Rabbi Klayman the class will learn about different
aspects of becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah: From various mitzvot and wearing Tefillin to tzedakah
giving, writing about the Torah portion and what it means to be a Jewish teenager.

Meet Our Teachers
Phyllis Ringel (Mechina)

Morah Phyllis has many years experience teaching young children. She is a licensed pre-
school teacher; and has taught children K-2 in subjects ranging from storytelling and Jewish
ethics to holidays and art. She brings an artistic approach to so much of her teaching-and does
so with love.

Gail Gordon Skall (Aleph)

Morah Gail has taught in Hebrew School settings since 1996; working preschool through sixth
grade in a variety of schools on Long Island. She is greatly admired by peers and by
educational directors. Gail will bring Israeli dance skills to the classroom as well. Her objective
is to instill children with a love of Judaism.



