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Find us wowmwwt  hekwebltcessjc.of
Rabbi 0s Mesisadlpcomi ng
Rabbi 6F§hHofeill owing i s an ex-
cerpt from my mesiPDege o/in arh,e Jatrsn
1of Rosh Haehasmbdhtet Vice
requires ongoing |[di scussion and co
sideration throug|/Peet 118h eR Byfecanrt.s w
sponsored by
Even i f we are \gad ami bimar cWimmhy ni| 1
todayos | itAwngy, we lgReWVng
nu Malkeme stirring prayer| in which we exprl
tive hopes for a year of mefeict . 63PTPSPR"MEH &/n
in which we are |iberated from giogga@adhgd¢ mg
l' i ve more ethicAViyu MiEEekehawoevhere in
a statement or verse askinmeflcQron@w YeSdr dd ey
character and purpose. Forjgash 1P rredw ' 'sdkPsIat
years, there is no referenice to |iving a se
ish |1ife. There is not one\]asntayj_pmagrﬁ’t adioydt
Torah, nor by any subsequept woyJyikeeof Jewi sh
has shaped the cAwirMael ké&s war trad|t|on.
mu kgteiner ati onal prayer whichghngloudes Kalnys
essendvegleynteo ati on. I'n terms ofjydyram 'sh char
however, Jewi s h cvhaa fugeesm acmrde bgeérmeiri -or s
ationto thenext. Therefore, intermsto Jewishidentity,each |3 3 n 1ML K weekend (
generation must write its pown SCdHdPdl- ¢ |HPWs
fine ourselves as Jews is for our generatio
manner unique to us and oufyaqi AUIGtRARCESmMI |
nheeds to write its own scrjipt: Joogrgmate a
meaningful to us. | Dbelievi Judalsm today s
roads; our future uncertaiman TABEr£hor$at ¢
determine our traditionds surviyijde
Many of you present today pgreq HFid®rph, T@n
in Jewish communal [|ife. Even ifpygpleRScH@
|l ars, Judaism is a fabric pof your being. Y
guided or motivated by Jewirsh aphcgan|inSsd pa'r
philanthropy has a Jewish charagytijegjnd strmel
l'itical entity but an essepnce.
(continued| on page 3)
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(Rabbi Kl aymands message, continued from pag 1)
When the NY Times or other newspapers severely
You successfully balance Judaism with American |
You raised children in both worlds but are conce
mi ssing or severely compromi sed. The Jewi sh|en\
and not all for the positive. You are witnegs t
agogue affiliation, commitment to Jewish educ¢at.
that the script being writtermetoadpasyyduwe fileerc tth an ont
ing written at all é
Understand, however, that todayos Jewish enviror
generation is different from your synagogue. Y
guage, your prayer music, or the prayer book wt
You can impose strict standards for bnai mitzval
were young, but those standards alone wil/| not i
a generation which needs a different script ror
which synagogue was the pri maar yc osnodciitailo na nadh iscphi rn
The generations which follow you come from a/|fdif
work and have little timemuaeghvdolesst aedulftold esmay ma g
ners from other religions and often carve an/|i my
struggle as single parents resolved to just ur \
under-si@amdas | oving, same gender relationshigps,
|l ess interested in being synagogue officers ut
enclkesyond a typical Sabbath service. They ddq se
stitutions that are financially in the black|but
worked so well for you, or you can assist the yc
per haps but meaningful, nonethel ess. And | ¢gok
ferent from that of your parents (eved i f just
Rabbi Mi c h a e|l K
Upcoming community event
I he Marathon Jewish Center i|s o
Jewi sh Museum in Philadel phi a
them and the Bellerose Jewish |Cen
Sunday, '""A@r0il1l2 .15
We wi | | | eave Marat hon at apprloxi
tour of the museum. The bus wilfl
4 PM for the return to Dougl asf on
person. This includes the bus, admission to {he
fund raising event). The bus can seat 54 peopl e.
This promises to be a wonderful C 0 mmudn6i®t5y6 9e vt on t .
make a reservation and get further detail s.
December 2011 3




Our Presi dent
Mer ger Discussions
am certain that everyone is acutfel
taking place in our surrounding|coO
h families during tuhpe 050 Gssy naangdo gquOesGs
er the pat 50 years many of thoge
t or moved on. |t is quite apparnen
|l e to sustain the growth patterns
rent houses of worship.
We are | eft with many synagogues servicing fewe
di scussions to share resources and in many i pst
have seen shifts over the past several years| an
before needing to be reactive
The Board of Trustees recently voted to allow p
er area synagogues. We have begun that procefpgs
ter to determine if there i s some basis to mpve
meeting, which consisted of approxi mately 1R p
tal ks.
|l would | i ke our discussions to be as transppare
is taking place. The process of merging with]| an
emotional Il ssues and is one that we undertakpe w
wi || keep you up date. Once we have agreed tp m
odic congregational meetings to address any fgQue
every available form of communications to upda
tions you may have along the way.
Mar c EI sje
On t he |
CHANUKAH STAMPS
A woman goes to the post office to bluy
clerk "May | have 50 Chanukah stamps| pl
The woman says " Oy vey. . my god, has| it
December 2011 4
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today as Hanukkah. Today, we o0-+hdsaeyr vheo | bi odtahy s§ uoknk
cal endar
I n this second account we find the key detail|l s:
ple, (c) rekindling of I|lights, (d) saying off hy
factisshe cel ebration woyl2daduwkktahl owa = i qbdSduekrékvoers ;i
ENDI NG THREE: PESI KTA RABBATI
The Pesi kta Rabbati is a collection of Midrashi
| srael sometime after the year 200 C. E. 't |was
above.
Why are |ights kindled during Hanukkah?
At the time the sons of Hashmon (the Maccabeegs)
tered the Temple and they found there eight gpec
kindl ed wicks.
Why is the Hallel read?
BecaHiaslel ® Il not read except on the overthrow of| a
dom of Antiochus cont i nukeal WwaaEdt enrott hsea i Mla c c aShi engc eb ¢
Greece was (evenbtibbelyowdestdéyed,
Rabbi Kl aymands commentary: Hanukkah is a nmino
|l i ke Shabbat or Passover, work is permitted. B
posing odds, the Hall el prayer is included as p
As with the first two sources, the key themegs o
(c) the saying of Hallel, and-d(ad/) otblseerivdhea eqf ¢
there is stildl no mention of a miracle, nor |is
ENDI NG FOUR: THE BABYLONI AN TALMUD, [(SHA
The Tal mud is a major rabbinic work; expanding t
rangi nagg rfircoud t ur al | aws and holiday observancles,
Our sages taughtiftOneftKestwenbggins the eidght
on which mourning and fasting are prohibited.
For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they|def
defeated them, they searched and found &ohwpyane
(Priest), enough to burn for one day. But a|mir
I n the following years, these dHhaylshadersaiappoint e
Rabbi Kl aymanés Commentary: This |l ast 6endingho
after the Maccabee victory. It was written at a
fore, celebrating a military victory had 1it|tle
To best observe Hanukkah, emphasis shifted f[ron
came symbolic of Israel s wil/ to survive wi|tho
everyone: No matter what the circumstances,| th
December 2011 6




Hebrew school corner

School <calendar

Sat Dec 17, 1%atmrday family service
Sun Dec, 180 amarent wor kshmpmpnsdreald almyd RIoC. (i Be

your children activities: |l earnir
We d Dec 21, 6Cpmmunity Chanukah Lighting
Sun/ Subec-Ja’m 1 New Yeards vacation (no cl ass@gs)
Sat Jan 7, 11Satmurday family service
Sun Jan 8 Sunday Bé6éYahad: family program
Sun Jan 15 MLK weekend (no cl asses)
Sat Jan 21, 4Fami ppw Havdal ah program
Sat Jan 28, l1l%awmrday family service
Fri Feb 3, 6:806hpml/ Tu BO&Shvat Seder
Sun Feb 12, 1Dabed parents: Spiritualizing]|the
Sun/ SuhReb-269 Wi nter vacation (no cl asses)

December 2011 7




Sisterhood news
Our LSJC Sisteuvupomdmhaedshtp gdgander on Thuinsdeze
style dinner complete with veggie dumplings,
grilled vegetables, salad and assorted de¢sse
The -kvedbwWwn mind reader/ mentalist, David Lawrenpce,
were all i mpressed and delighted with his acfs
many memberso6é grandchildren and even some of | ou
We al | had a wonder f ul eveningl an
wants to dispute the fact that| no
Our next function wil/l be a Si|ste
for Friday evening, December 2(3,
Shabbat service and sponsoring|l th
participate in what wil/| be a |fun
B 119
USY Update ”H
H ell o! We've been doing so m ngs
and I'd love to tell you abc« e nt
oucompesi tesgewit hPaas ssVegrsth asne d fo TV
Game show (but wit PA-Maeien gh &t e/ t e ——
t wo teams raced to do everything from make hpma
these programs is that they've been organizegd a
|l " m very happy to announce record attendance]| at
attend the Turkey Hop dance in Bell more befofe
much fun they had!
We al so have been doing some great community]| se
inlanerfaith Thamasgedi atg tSkee viale Success Jlewi
a basket of fresh produce for a soup kitchen C
which they are thankful It was a great expeyfyie
Coming Attractions!
I n the coming weeks our USYers wil/ be I earnjng
pout, and celebrating Hanukah!
There's also some awesome event happenChmagz ak | § &l
Kinnwd | bll Delt2lt9%® graders will have the chang¢e
from around NY. l't'"s an opportunity not to b m
Il f you'd |ike to |l earn more abowWwtanowr GUSY ep rdy gnra
December 2011 8
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Jewish world

Defining |Israelds place in American Jewish idelnt
i sh educators today, and The Jewish Theol ogi c all
ucationd Americas largest pluralistic school of Jewish educationd isresponding. The 20111 2012 academic
year mar ks the start of Kesher Ha-dhshage@Newr Ggmn|aenc
of I srael Education.

n—

The | andmark program, which is fully funded by| Th

mont hs, where thegrediltl ItsarkeelpaBEdudat iaon @aur rsit mulet
i n The Davidson School s masterds degree progrlams
Kesher Hadash wil!/ be an exclusive opportunity| to
and intensive program.

The Kesher Hadash program is designed to exposle
Education to a markedly more comprehensive yet| pr
St at e.

Academi ¢ K&osuhresresHadash students wil.l expl erdag et he p
approaches to teaching about | srael in differelnt
|l srael 6s history, culture, sociology, and poliltic
Jewi sh educators. Together, these new coll eagules
ences among t hem.

An Experi entKeaslheRr oHgardaans:h students will interni|in
Jewi sh education in an i mmersive Hebrew envir olnme
tion system.

Hebrew I mhesbéeonHadash students will experiencle a
guage instructiudmpwinTlhehelxpetrhemtmalde great str| de:
They will also take part in social activism prjogr
The Experience &Kfeshievi Hgadiashl st aedlents wil/l [ i vie i
of South Jerusalem, where they wil!/l be abl e tol en
spend Shabbatot at Kibbutz Hanaton, a remar kabl|l e
| ee.

The Kesher Hadash program is the result of a glene
tive, which provided a total of $45 million-in[l gr
Jewish Institute of Religion for the purpose olf i

ucators working with Jewish youth and young adultsin North America.

For more information on the Kesher Hadash progfram
tact Gwynne Wi8BkKd veotri o RsL@j)t H6ar.8e d u
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