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Upcoming events Rabbiôs Message 
Rabbiôs Note:  The following is an ex-

cerpt from my message on the first day 

of Rosh Hashanah.  The subject matter 

requires ongoing discussion and con-

sideration throughout the year.  

E ven if we are unfamiliar with todayôs liturgy, we know Avi-

nu Malkenu; the stirring prayer in which we express collec-

tive hopes for a year of merit, prosperity, and happiness; a year 

in which we are liberated from mortal enemies and resolve to 

live more ethically.  Yet, nowhere in Avinu Malkenu is there 

a statement or verse asking for a year blessed with Jewish 

character and purpose.  For a prayer repeated over hundreds of 

years, there is no reference to living a serious, communal Jew-

ish life.  There is not one statement about being guided by the 

Torah, nor by any subsequent work of Jewish literature which 

has shaped the course of our tradition.  Avinu Malkenu is a 

multi-generational prayer which includes values and behaviors 

essential to every generation.  In terms of Jewish character, 

however, Jewish values and behaviors change from one gener-

ation to the next.  Therefore, in terms to Jewish identity, each 

generation must write its own script.  How we collectively de-

fine ourselves as Jews is for our generation to decide; in a 

manner unique to us and our circumstances.  Our generation 

needs to write its own script: To create a serious Judaism  

meaningful to us. I believe Judaism today stands at a cross-

roads; our future uncertain.  Therefore, the script we write may 

determine our traditionôs survival. 

 

Many of you present today are ólifersô, long time participants 

in Jewish communal life. Even if you are not synagogue regu-

lars, Judaism is a fabric of your being.  Your life is primarily 

guided or motivated by Jewish concerns.  Your tzedakah/

philanthropy has a Jewish character; Israel to you is not a po-

litical entity but an essence.   

(continued on page 3) 

December 2011                  Kislev/Tevet 5772 ˟"˰˷˸ ˸˟˦\ˣ˪˯˩ 

Dec 17 

 

 

Dec 18 

 

 

Dec 21 

 

 

Dec 23 

 

 

Dec 25-

Jan1 

 

Jan 7 

 

 

Jan 8 

 

 

Jan 15 

 

 

Jan 21 

 

 

Jan 28 

 

 

Feb 3 

 

 

Feb 12 

11 am, Saturday family ser-

vice 

 

10 am,  Parents workshop, co-

sponsored by PIC 

 

6 pm, Community Chanukah 

Lighting 

 

6:15 pm Chanukah diner,  

Sisterhood Shabbat service 

 

New Yearôs vacation (no He-

brew school classes) 

 

11 am, Saturday family ser-

vice 

 

10 am, Sunday BôYahad: fam-

ily program 

 

MLK weekend (no Hebrew 

school classes) 

 

4:30 pm Family Havdalah 

program 

 

11 am, Saturday family ser-

vice 

 

6:30 pm, Tu BôShvat Seder 

(Hebrew School) 

 

10 am,  Daled parents: Spiritu-

alizing the Bat/Bar Mitzva 

http://www.lakesuccessjc.org/
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Please help us . . . 
 

If your friend or loved one is 

ill or hospitalized, or if your 

family or friends have suf-

fered the loss of a loved one, 

please contact the Synagogue 

office at  

(516) 466-0569 

Lake Success Jewish Center 

354 Lakeville Road, Great Neck, NY  11020 
 

Telephone (516) 466-0569  Facsimile (516) 466-7038 

www.lakesuccessjc.org 

Affiliated with the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

Join us for Services 
 

Saturday Minyan   9:30 am 

Sunday Minyan   9:00 am 

Candle Lighting Times 

December 
 

2 4:11 

9 4:10 

16 4:11 

23  4:14 

30 4:19 

January 
 

6 4:25 

13 4:32 

20 4:40 

27 4:48 

 

http://www.lakesuccessjc.org/
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(Rabbi Klaymanôs message, continued from page 1) 

 

When the NY Times or other newspapers severely criticize Israel, you take personal offense.  

 

You successfully balance Judaism with American life but never dismiss the Jewish component as secondary.  

You raised children in both worlds but are concerned that the Jewish character of your offspring is either 

missing or severely compromised.  The Jewish environment in which you were raised is changing rapidly-

and not all for the positive.  You are witness to a generation which does not share your sentiments about syn-

agogue affiliation, commitment to Jewish education, Israel, and the centrality of Jewish causes.  You fear 

that the script being written today reflects not passion but indifference-perhaps you fear that no Jewish script is be-
ing written at allé 

 

Understand, however, that todayôs Jewish environment is inevitably changing.  The synagogue of the new 

generation is different from your synagogue.  Your prayer is not their prayer: Certainly not your prayer lan-

guage, your prayer music, or the prayer books whose composition resonates with you but not with them. 

You can impose strict standards for bnai mitzvah families; standards to which you complied when your kids 

were young, but those standards alone will not inspire long term commitments or enhance the spiritual life of 

a generation which needs a different script from the one you designed. You were raised in an environment in 

which synagogue was the primary social and spiritual milieu for Jews- a condition which no longer applies.  

The generations which follow you come from a different place.  They reflect households where both parents 

work and have little time to volunteer for synagogue activities-much less adult learning.  They choose part-

ners from other religions and often carve an important niche for Judaism but a niche among many.  They 

struggle as single parents resolved to just survive the next day.  They embrace lifestyles which you may not 

understand-such as loving, same gender relationships, in which healthy children are being raised. They are 

less interested in being synagogue officers but in their own way desire to share meaningful Jewish experi-

ences- beyond a typical Sabbath service.  They do seek a sacred space, but are unimpressed with Jewish in-

stitutions that are financially in the black but spiritually in the red. You can impose the old script which 

worked so well for you, or you can assist the younger generations in writing a new script; A different script 

perhaps, but meaningful, nonetheless.  And looking back:  remember that you, too, wrote a Jewish script dif-

ferent from that of your parents (even if just by virtue of sitting in a mixed congregationé)Φ 

Rabbi Michael Klayman 

Upcoming community event  
 

T he Marathon Jewish Center is organizing a trip to the American Jewish Museum in Philadelphia and has invited us to join with 

them and the Bellerose Jewish Center. The trip will take place on  

Sunday, April 15th, 2012. 

 

We will leave Marathon at approximately 9:30 AM. We have a 1 PM 

tour of the museum. The bus will leave Philadelphia at approximately  

4 PM for the return to Douglaston. The cost of the trip will be $50 per 

person. This includes the bus, admission to the museum, the tour, and a small donation to the shul (this is a 

fund raising event). The bus can seat 54 people. 

 

This promises to be a wonderful community event. Please call the synagogue office at 516-466-0569 to 

make a reservation and get further details. 
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Merger Discussions 

I   am certain that everyone is acutely aware of the demographic changes   taking place in our surrounding community. The rapid influx of young Jew-

ish families during the 50ôs and 60ôs led to a build-up of synagogues in our area.  

Over the pat 50 years many of those that settled in our area have since moved 

out or moved on. It is quite apparent that the Jewish population has not been 

able to sustain the growth patterns that resulted in the need to have so many dif-

ferent houses of worship. 

We are left with many synagogues servicing fewer families. The surplus of synagogues has necessitated 

discussions to share resources and in many instances for synagogues to merge with one another. We too 

have seen shifts over the past several years and must acknowledge the need to act in a proactive manner 

before needing to be reactive. 

The Board of Trustees recently voted to allow preliminary and exploratory discussions to proceed with oth-

er area synagogues. We have begun that process and are currently meeting with the Marathon Jewish Cen-

ter to determine if there is some basis to move forward with our mutual discussions. During our initial 

meeting, which consisted of  approximately 12 people, we agreed to meet again in December to further our 

talks. 

I would like our discussions to be as transparent as possible so that you , our membership is aware of  what 

is taking place. The process of merging with another synagogue is filled with complex legal, logistical, and 

emotional issues and is one that we undertake with great reverence. As we continue our discussions we 

will keep you up date. Once we have agreed to move forward with our discussions we will establish peri-

odic congregational meetings to address any questions and concerns that you may have. We intend to use 

every available form of communications to  update you and will of course be happy to answer any ques-

tions you may have along the way. 

Our President 

Marc Eiseman 

On the lighter side é 
CHANUKAH STAMPS 

A woman goes to the post office to buy stamps for her Chanukah cards. She says to the 

clerk "May I have 50 Chanukah stamps please." "What denomination?" says the clerk. 

The woman says "Oy vey...my god, has it come to this?ò 
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Ritual Corner  
WHAT IS HANUKKAH? 

Rabbi Klaymanôs Note:  Hanukkah is the only major Jewish holiday not mentioned in the Bible.  Every 

other major holiday comes from the Torah except for Purim, which we learn from the Book of Esther.  As 

much as Hanukkah is one of the most popular holidays we celebrate, it was initiated by the Maccabees 

and their followers. Surprisingly, nothing was written about Hanukkah until about fifty years after the 

first celebration.  The following four sources offer different reasons for the Hanukkah.  They are drawn 

from Dr. Ron Wolfsonôs book: The Art of Jewish Living: Hanukkah 

ENDING ONE:  I MACCABEES 4:39-59 

From the First Book of Maccabees, probably the first written account of the celebration.   

They purified the Temple, removed the stones, which defiled itéthey took unhewed stoneséand built 

a new altar on the model of the old one.  They rebuilt the Sanctuary and restored its interior and 

courts.  They fixed the sacred vessels and menorahéthen early on the twenty-fifth day of the month of 

Kislevéit was rededicated with hymns of thanksgivingéThen Judah, his brothers, and the whole 

congregation of Israel decreed that the rededication of the altar should be observed with joy and glad-

ness at the same time each year.  

Rabbi Klaymanôs Commentary: On Hanukkah today, we sing hymns of thanksgiving, known as Hallel.  

The Hallel is a series of uplifting prayers (from the Bibleôs Book of Psalms), which we sing on many 

Jewish holidays.   

The First Book of Maccabees was a book written after the Bible was completed.  It was probably written 

in Israel around 120 B.C.E; about forty-five years after the first Hanukkah took place. There are several 

facts we learn from this important source: (a) the date, (b) details about the Templeôs rededication, (c) 

the kindling of lights, (d) Reciting of hymns (e) creating an annual celebration. In this earliest Hanukkah 

account, there is no mentioning of an oil miracle.  About two hundred years later, the Jewish historian, 

Josephus, wrote a version of the Hanukkah story, which is similar to the account above.  

ENDING TWO: II MACCABEES 10:1-8 

This Second Book of Maccabees, was written outside of Israel and not in Hebrew.  It is interesting how 

we are not familiar with the Books of Maccabees, even though Hanukkah itself is a popular holiday. 

Maccabeus with his men, led by God, recovered the Temple and the city of Jerusalem.  He demol-

ished the altars erected by the heathens in the public square and their sacred precincts as well.  

When they had purified the sanctuary, they constructed another altar, then striking fire from flints, 

they offered the lights, and the Shew BreadéThe sanctuary was purified on the twenty-fifth day of 

KislevéThis joyful celebration went on for eight days, it was like Sukkot, for they recalled how only 

a short time before they had kept the festival while living like animals in the mountains, and so they 

carried lulavim and etrogim, and they chanted hymns to God who had triumphantly led them to the 

purification of the Temple.  A measure was passed by the public assembly that the entire Jewish peo-

ple should observe these days every year. 

Rabbi Klaymanôs commentary:  Sukkot is the eight- day holiday when we eat in a Sukkah, and wave Lu-

lav (palm) and etrog (citron).  During the Maccabee struggle to reclaim the Temple, the soldiers could 

not observe Sukkot that year.  When the Maccabees won, they observed Sukkot at the season we know 
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today as Hanukkah.  Today, we observe both Sukkot AND Hanukkah as eight- day holidays on the Jewish 

calendar. 

In this second account we find the key details: (a) the date, (b) the cleaning and rededication of the Tem-

ple, (c) rekindling of lights, (d) saying of hymns, (e) creation of an annual celebration.  We learn two new 

facts: (1) the celebration would last for eight days; and (2) Hanukkah was observed in place of Sukkot.   

ENDING THREE:  PESIKTA RABBATI 

The Pesikta Rabbati is a collection of Midrashim (homilies written to teach an ethical lesson) written in 

Israel sometime after the year 200 C.E.  It was written later than the two Books of Maccabees cited 

above. 

Why are lights kindled during Hanukkah? 

At the time the sons of Hashmon (the Maccabees) triumphed over the kingdom of Greece, they en-

tered the Temple and they found there eight spears of iron, which they grooved out, poured in oil, and 

kindled wicks. 

Why is the Hallel read? 

Because Hallel is not read except on the overthrow of a foreign government, and the since the king-

dom of Antiochus continued after the Maccabee battle, Hallel was not said.  Since the empire of 

Greece was (eventually) destroyed, Hallel is now saidé 

Rabbi Klaymanôs commentary:  Hanukkah is a minor holiday on the Jewish calendar.  Unlike festivals 

like Shabbat or Passover, work is permitted.  Because Hanukkah represents a Jewish victory against im-

posing odds, the Hallel prayer is included as part of our ritual.  

As with the first two sources, the key themes of this account are: (a) the date, (b) the kindling of lights, 

(c) the saying of Hallel, and (d) the idea of eight spears suggest an eight- day observance.  However, 

there is still no mention of a miracle, nor is there recognition of Hanukkah as an annual observance. 

ENDING FOUR:  THE BABYLONIAN TALMUD, SHABBAT 21b 

The Talmud is a major rabbinic work; expanding the Bible into an elaborate and intricate legal system 

ranging from agricultural laws and holiday observances, to Jewish jurisprudence and laws about marriage.   

Our sages taught:  One the twenty-fifth of Kislev begins the eight days of Hanukkah, which are days 

on which mourning and fasting are prohibited.   

For when the Greeks entered the Temple, they defiled all of the oil; and when the Hasmonean dynasty 

defeated them, they searched and found only one jug of oil with the official seal of the Head Kohayn 

(Priest), enough to burn for one day.  But a miracle happened and the oil lasted for eight days.  

In the following years, these days were appointed as a festival on which Hallel was said. 

Rabbi Klaymanôs Commentary: This last óendingô to the Hanukkah story, was written hundreds of years 

after the Maccabee victory. It was written at a time when Israel no longer existed as a country.  There-

fore, celebrating a military victory had little meaning to Jews who were scattered over the world.   

To best observe Hanukkah, emphasis shifted from the military victory to the miracle of oil.  The oil be-

came symbolic of Israelôs will to survive without a homeland.  It became a source of inspiration for Jews 

everyone:  No matter what the circumstances, the Jewish people would survive! 
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Hebrew school corner  
 

 Building the Sukkah 

School calendar 

Sat  Dec 17, 11 am  Saturday family service  

Sun  Dec 18 , 10 am  Parent workshop, led and co-sponsored by PIC. ñBeing selective about 

     your children activities: learning when to say óenough is enoughôò 

Wed  Dec 21, 6 pm  Community Chanukah Lighting 

Sun/Sun Dec 25-Jan 1  New Yearôs vacation (no classes) 

Sat  Jan 7, 11 am  Saturday family service 

Sun  Jan 8   Sunday BôYahad: family program 

Sun  Jan 15   MLK weekend (no classes) 

Sat  Jan 21, 4:15 pm Family Havdalah program 

Sat  Jan 28, 11 am  Saturday family service 

Fri  Feb 3, 6:30 pm  School Tu BôShvat Seder 

Sun  Feb 12, 10 am  Daled parents: Spiritualizing the Bat/Bar Mitzvah 

Sun/Sun Feb 19-26  Winter vacation (no classes) 
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Sisterhood news  

O ur LSJC Sisterhood had its paid-up membership dinner on Thursday, November 27.  Our Asian-

style dinner complete with veggie dumplings, Asian meatballs, sesame chicken, veggie lo mein, 

grilled vegetables, salad and assorted desserts was well received by our attendees. 

The well-known mind reader/mentalist, David Lawrence, provided entertainment for the evening and we 

were all impressed and delighted with his acts of magic and extrasensory abilities!  He recited the names of 

many membersô grandchildren and even some of our pets.   

We all had a wonderful evening and no one complained!  If anyone 

wants to dispute the fact that no one complained , IT IS TOO LATE!! 

Our next function will be a Sisterhood/Chanukah Shabbat scheduled 

for Friday evening, December 23, where we sisters will be leading the 

Shabbat service and sponsoring the kiddush.  We hope everyone will 

participate in what will be a fun and inspiring event! 

USY Update  

H ello! We've been doing so many great things in our youth group and I'd love to tell you about them! Recently we have indulged 

our competitive sides with a session of "Password", based on the classic TV 

Game show (but with Jewish twists), and our A-Maze-ing Race event where 

two teams raced to do everything from make human pyramids to creating music videos! The best part of 

these programs is that they've been organized and run by the USYers!  

I'm very happy to announce record attendance at recent divisional events! We had a large group of USYers 

attend the Turkey Hop dance in Bellmore before thanksgiving and the kids themselves can tell you how 

much fun they had! 

We also have been doing some great community service work! Our USYers were very active participants 

in an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service hosted at the Lake Success Jewish Center. Our teenagers prepared 

a basket of fresh produce for a soup kitchen, collected money for charity, and shared some of the things for 

which they are thankful. It was a great experience. 

Coming Attractions! 

In the coming weeks our USYers will be learning about coping with disabilities, having an indoor cam-

pout, and celebrating Hanukah! 

There's also some awesome event happening at the divisional level, outside of the synagogue. Chazak Fall 

Kinnus will be Dec 9-11 and 9-12th graders will have the chance to spend a weekend with over 130 teens 

from around NY. It's an opportunity not to be missed! For more information please contact me! 

If you'd like to learn more about our USY program, contact Daniel Graber at Dan.A.Graber@gmail.com 

mailto:Dan.A.Graber@gmail.com
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Jewish world  
 

 

 

 
 

JTS Inaugurates Unique, Fully Funded Semester in Israel  

Defining Israelôs place in American Jewish identity and education is one of the greatest challenges facing Jew-

ish educators today, and The Jewish Theological Seminaryôs William Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Ed-

ucationðAmericaôs largest pluralistic school of Jewish educationðis responding. The 2011ï 2012 academic 

year marks the start of Kesher Hadash (New Connection), an innovative Semester-in-Israel program in the field 

of Israel Education.  

The landmark program, which is fully funded by The Davidson School, will send 10 students to Israel for five 

months, where they will take part in a 12-credit Israel Education curriculum. Geared toward first-year students 

in The Davidson Schoolôs masterôs degree programs and students who will join the programs in fall 2012, 

Kesher Hadash will be an exclusive opportunity to spend a semester in Israel and take part in a groundbreaking 

and intensive program.  

The Kesher Hadash program is designed to expose Jewish educators who already have some expertise in Israel 

Education to a markedly more comprehensive yet practical experience of life and education in the Jewish 

State.  

Academic Courses: Kesher Hadash students will explore the philosophies and pedagogies of cutting-edge 

approaches to teaching about Israel in different educational settings. They will deepen their knowledge of 

Israelôs history, culture, sociology, and politics, while studying with Israelis who are also training to become 

Jewish educators. Together, these new colleagues will learn about the challenges they share and the differ-

ences among them.  

An Experiential Program: Kesher Hadash students will intern in Israeli schools, experiencing the thrill of 

Jewish education in an immersive Hebrew environment, and gain insights into the nuances of the Israeli educa-

tion system.  

Hebrew Immersion: Kesher Hadash students will experience a radical new approach to Hebrew lan-

guage instruction. The experiential ulpan will help them make great strides in their command of Hebrew. 

They will also take part in social activism programs alongside Israelis.  

The Experience of Living in Israel: Kesher Hadash students will live in one of the beautiful neighborhoods 

of South Jerusalem, where they will be able to enjoy daily and Shabbat experiences like no other. They will 

spend Shabbatot at Kibbutz Hanaton, a remarkable new pluralist Jewish educational community in the Gali-

lee.  

The Kesher Hadash program is the result of a generous gift from the Jim Joseph Foundation Education Initia-

tive, which provided a total of $45 million in grants to JTS, Yeshiva University, and Hebrew Union College-

Jewish Institute of Religion for the purpose of increasing the numbers and enhancing the quality of Jewish ed-

ucators working with Jewish youth and young adults in North America.  

For more information on the Kesher Hadash program, The Davidson School, or supporting JTS, please con-

tact Gwynne Wicks at (212) 678-8866 or gwwicks@jtsa.edu.  


